[image: image1.png]A

ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION




[Insert logo here.]
For Immediate Release
For more information:


Your contact name


Agency


xxx.xxx.xxxx


or

Grace Trimble


Atlanta Regional Commission


404.463.3192
Influenza Coming Soon! Get Your Flu Shot Today!
[Your Organization Name Here], ARC Partner to Offer Preventive Health Services

 throughout [County] County
(City, Date) -- Thanks to a collaboration between the Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) and [Your Organization], an array of preventive health services, including flu and pneumonia vaccinations, will be widely available throughout [County Name] County this fall.
The clinics are sponsored by SPARC (Sickness Prevention Achieved through Regional Collaboration), which brings together Atlanta Regional Commission Area Agency on Aging, county-based aging programs and other partners throughout the region. The goal is to improve access to preventive services and increase the number of individuals, particularly older adults, who obtain flu shots, pneumonia vaccinations mammograms and other screenings each year. [Insert a sentence naming community partners in your county if appropriate.]
This fall SPARC events will be held in the following locations:
[Insert schedule here – dates, times, locations. If other services will be offered, list them as well.]

Nationally, some 20,000 people die from flu each year – more than from any other vaccine-preventable disease – and another 114,000 are hospitalized. A flu shot takes about 15 seconds and usually costs less than $25 (persons on Medicare can get a flu shot for free.) Flu and pneumonia shots are particularly important for older adults, individuals with long-term health problems or those with weakened immune systems.

SPARC seeks to prevent disease or diagnose it at an early and more treatable stage by offering a bundle of services where people gather – health fairs, senior centers, health departments, voting precincts and more. By making it more convenient, more individuals take advantage of services that save lives. In communities in the Northeast, where SPARC was developed, the number of people obtaining flu shots increased by 47 percent over five years.
The Atlanta Regional Commission is the official planning agency for the 10-county Atlanta Region, including Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry and Rockdale counties as well as the City of Atlanta and 66 other cities.  The Atlanta Regional Commission serves as a catalyst for regional progress by focusing leadership, attention and planning resources on key regional issues.

[Brief paragraph(s) about community partner(s)]
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